
CARLOS WENT TO THE GYM TO ESCAPE POVERTY AND ABUSE. But, what he found there was more than a refuge. He found 
the strength to leave behind the parts of his life that were steering him down a risky path. The United Way funded after-school 
program he discovered at the gym used weightlifting, tutoring, art and nutritional coaching to help him make the right decisions 
for his physical, emotional and spiritual well-being. Rather than use his struggles as an excuse to fail or limit his potential, Carlos 
changed his life’s direction. With the help of the program, he took life skills classes, worked with tutors and mentors to improve 
his grades. Carlos was able to earn his way into an honors program at his high school, and was then accepted into a private 
college preparatory school for his junior year. People from his newfound community of friends and mentors came together and 
donated enough money to cover his school tuition. Carlos says it best, “God gave me two choices: let my anger drive me up, or 
let my anger bring me down. I chose to let my anger drive me up. I am a riser.”

$673,500 INVESTED 2018

GOAL:  Children and Youth Prepare for and Succed in School

students in academic
support programs advanced
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pre-school children were 
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ready to learn
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learning-loss prevention programs
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of students improved
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support programs
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This impact on our local community is made possible by the United Way Community Fund. Join the  fight at UWCE.ORG/GIVE
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YOUTH DEVELOPMENT
GOAL:  Youth are Productive and Engaged Members of the Community

NDEY IDENTIFIED AS A WRITER EARLY IN LIFE. She found seriousness and a commitment to the practice through a United Way 
funded after-school program that brought confidence to the shy 16-year old. She wrote about race and racism, sexual abuse, 
domestic violence and depression, and learned how to engage with her community in new ways. Through creative writing, 
interviewing and storytelling, the program helped Ndey connect her own struggles with those of others, and led her to a research 
project which inspired her to create a powerful poetic work about mass incarceration.

$379,997 INVESTED 2018

1,918
youth increased 
physical activity 

408,345
 

United Way Community Fund Impact Snapshot

101,175
volunteer hours

74
program staff 

11
programs
funded by United Way

This impact on our local community is made possible by the United Way Community Fund. Join the  fight at UWCE.ORG/GIVE

5,414
youth attended
out-of-school time
programs 

2,029
youth volunteered
for community service 

89%
of youth increased
understanding of healthy
relationship dynamics

3,393
youth improved social-emotional skills

386
youth increased 
job and 
workplace 
behavior skills
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for youth at-risk
of food insecurity
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